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9. INA Rally Kumrovec 2020
PRESS RELEASE 1
February 14, 2020

Tough international competition at Rally Kumrovec                                            


First rally of the season 2020 of Croatian rally championship will be held in Hrvatsko Zagorje, on March 6 and 7. Ninth INA Rally Kumrovec will be counted for presigious International series, FIA Central European Zone Championship (CEZ) and Alpe Adria Rally Trophy. At the moment, about ten crews with R5 cars, known as WRC 2 announced their participation. The deadline for entries is Friday, 28. February. 

The route of Special Stages has been slightly redefined. "We are returnig to Loncarov put and Donji Skrnik, where we were unable to drive last year. SS Kumrovec has been extended, so I believe it will be fun for all, the crews and spectators", announced Clerk of the Course Zeljko Stefanic. 

The itinerary consists of 76.09 km of special stages. „The configuration of the route still consists of numerous curves and it is very attractive due to many crests. Prologue in Terme Tuhelj is once again int he official part of the competition, unlikely prior to year 2019 when it was show stage. As always, it will be driven on Friday, and afterwards, on Saturday six more stages will take place in Kumrovec and Zagorska Sela", Stefanic added. 

The crews will have a chance to setup their cars on Shakedown, official non-obligatory training, on Friday afternoon. It will be followed by Prologue at Terme Tuhelj parking lot in afternoon and evening session. First SS will be broadcasted live from Terme Tuhelj by Kreator TV. Saturday's Special Stages in Kumrovec and Zagorska Sela will run between 10 and 17, while the first vehicle is expected at finish podium at the Kumrovec's Museum Staro Selo half an hour later. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Last three years crews from Austria have won Rally Kumrovec. Niki Mayr-Melnhof çelebrated in seasons 2017 and 2018 with different co-drivers, Poldi Welsersheimb and Thomas Zeiser. Last year Hermann Neubauer and Bernhard Ettel were the winners. Most successful driver of eight previous Kumrovec rallies is Hungarian Janos Szilagyi with three victories. A sole victory was taken by two stars, the most successful Croatian participant of Dakar rally Daniel Saskin, as well as the current champion of Croatia in rally, Hungarian Krisztian Hideg.
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